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ATTENDANCE
The Board of Education requires that the pupils enrolled in the school of this district attend school regularly in accordance with the laws of this state.  The educational program offered by this district is predicated upon the presence of the pupil and requires continuity of instruction and classroom participation.  The regular contact of pupils with one another in the classroom and their participation in a well-planned instructional activity under the tutelage of a competent teacher are vital to this purpose.

Attendance shall be required of all pupils enrolled in the school during the days and hours that the school is in session unless it is shown to the satisfaction of the Board that the mental or physical condition of the pupil is such that he or she cannot benefit from instruction or attend school.

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS

All absences occasioned by the observance of a pupil’s religious holiday on a day approved by the New Jersey Commissioner of Education as a religious holiday shall be excused.  No pupil so excused shall be deprived of an award or eligibility to compete for an award or the opportunity to make up a test given on a religious holiday.
A warning notice shall be given to any pupil, and to the parent of any minor pupil who has been absent more than five (5) days in any one marking period, excluding any absence attributable to disciplinary suspension.

In accordance with statute, the Board shall require from the parent of each child who has been absent from school or from class for any reason, a written statement of the cause for such absence.  The Board reserves the right to verify such statements and to investigate the cause of each absence of more than three (3) days duration.  The Board may report to appropriate authorities the infractions of the law regarding the attendance of pupils below the age of sixteen (16) years.  Excessive absences may result in the retention of a pupil at grade level in accordance with Policy Number 6146.2 “Promotion/Retention”.  All other absences are unexcused.
The Chief School Administrator shall calculate and monitor the average daily attendance rate for the district.  Whenever the daily attendance rate is below eighty-five percent (85%) in the district, the Chief School Administrator shall develop and implement an attendance improvement plan.  The attendance rate shall be calculated by dividing the total pupil days present for all pupils by the total possible days for all pupils and multiplying the result by one hundred (100).
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